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" If / thought that we could stand ten or fifteen
years as we are, I should have little fear," said Mr.
Rose. He felt that, if only he could secure a respite,
he had the means and the hope of opening the eyes
of Churchmen. They were secure and idle from long
prosperity, and now they were scared and perplexed
by the suddenness of an attack for which they were
wholly unprepared. But he had confidence in his own
convictions. He had around him ability and zeal, in
which he had the best reason to trust. He might
hope, if he had time, to turn the tide. But this time
to stand to arms was just what he had not. The
danger, he felt, was upon him. He could not wait.
So he acquiesced in an agitation which so cautious and
steady a man would otherwise hardly have chosen.
" That something must be done is certain. The only
thing is, that whatever is done ought to be quickly
done." Nothing can show more forcibly the immi-
nence and pressure of the crisis than words like these,
not merely from Froude and his friends, but from such
a man as Mr, Hugh James Rose.

" Something must be done," but what ? This was
not so easy to say. It was obvious that men must act
in concert, and must write; but beyond these general
points, questions and difficulties arose. The first
idea that suggested itself at Hadleigh was a form of
association, which would have been something like the
English Church Union or the Church Defence. Asso-
ciation of our days. It probably was Mr. Palmer's
idea; and for some lime the attempt to carry it into